
Important Dates

A heartfelt thank you to all of our incredible Grace Lake supporters over the past
20 years! With the unwavering dedication of more than 650 volunteers, the
gentle strength of 25 extraordinary horses, and the generosity of countless
donors, we have had the privilege of serving over 200 unique individuals. 

Your commitment has been the cornerstone of our success, and we are
profoundly grateful for each and every one of you. Together, we've made a
lasting impact on our special participants through a community built on
compassion, growth, and a shared commitment to serving Jesus. Your support
has made all the difference, and we are honored to continue this incredible
journey with you. Thank you for being a part of this meaningful mission!

With sincere appreciation, 
Holly Robinson 
Grace Lake Ministries Founder and Director 
Path Intl. Advanced Therapeutic Riding Instructor, CTRI, ESMHL

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS 2024 DONORS

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

2/15- Training for New Volunteers
3/1 - Spring Semester Begins 

5/10 - Annual Horse Show & Open House
October - Trail Ride Fundraiser
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Foundation and Grants
Bill and Katie Weaver Charitable Trust, Communities Foundation of Texas,  Earl W. and
Hazel C. Pierson Foundation, Oliver-Hoffman Foundation, One by One Charitable Giving,
Pledging Foundation, Rees-Jones Foundation

A1 Littlejohn, Andy Torres State Farm Agency, Blue Ridge Riding Club, Captex,
Cattleman’s Café, Cold Springs Animal Hospital, Conserva Irrigation, Crazy Water,
Cutting Edge Pediatric & Adult Therapy, Cypress Lake Ranch Artisan Soaps, D&L Farm &
Home, D. Williams Buckles and Spurs, DePaolo Equine Concepts, Edens Realty Group,
First United Bank-Leonard, Grayson-Collin Electric Cooperative, Independent Financial,
King’s Trail Cowboy Church, Kroger Southwest Community Rewards, Mercy
Horsemanship, Painted Pistol Photography, Paradise Dental, Peak Performance and
Wellness, People Consulting USA, Platinum Performance, Princeton Printing, RLC
Controls, Inc., RLD Photography, Service to Sawmills, Sherley Partners, LLC, Texian
Belle Bookkeeping, Tractor Supply, Whistler Bed & Biscuit, World Wide Deb, Yellowbrick
Consulting

Companies and Event Sponsors

Individual Donors
Ted & Susan Ainsworth (in memory of Diane Woods), John R. Bailey, Bradley Bates,
Arnie, Vicki, & Nathan Carr, Terry & Julie Casey, Ray & Carlene Chambers, Randy &
Connie Christopher (in honor of Chanda Smith), Deb Connaway, Kenneth & Mary Beth
Cranfill (in honor of Charlotte Strause), Karen & Evan Crump, Nikki DiVittorio (in honor
of Wildfire), Kristine Edens, Reinhard & Shelley Egger, David & Cindy Fazzino, Brooke
Foskey, Jo Ann & Jim Gee, Timothy Ginomai (in honor of Timothy Zang), David & Valerie
Goar (in honor of Victoria Trout), Laura A. Green, Joseph & Ainsley Hammer, Ben &
Heather Hodge, Megan Huff  (in honor of Ella Huff), Jennifer Jennings, Tim Karamas,
Judi & Dale Kelley, Don & Julia Kendall, Judy Krzeminski, Debbie Lewis, Christi & Daryl
Livingston, Tracy Matern, Misti Mathis, Lainey McDonald, Laura McDonald, Elmarie
Meintjes, Cynthia Michaels, June Miller, Meghan Miller (in honor of Bill Wilkinson),
Wayne Miller, Bobbye Jack Minshew, Amie Mitchell (in honor of Bobbie Kratz), Jody
Morris, (in honor of Chewy and Romeo), Kathy Jo Moses, Hayley and Pamela Page (in
honor of Snickers), David and Siobhan Pederson, Tony Pellegrini, Floyd & Susan
Prozanski (in memory of Jeff Robinson), Kyle and Holly Robinson, Tracy Loveberry Ross
Tracey Roth, Pamela Sailor, Dianna Sanders, Brian Shade, Christopher and Tina Shelton
(in memory of Vere Beth Robinson), Brad and Pamela Simpson, William Stewart, Jim
and Cheryl Stroup, Charlotte Strouse, Ashok Sundaram, Marvin & Regina Sweetin, Gayle
Valice, Gloria A. Wagner, Rhonda Waites, Jami Williams (in honor of Grace Lake
Volunteers)



is surprisingly gentle and controlled in her tasks. She’s quiet, listening to Ms. Cindy
and Ms. Jennifer guide her activities with Snickers. Meg can be boisterous so
witnessing the “quiet” is very special.”

RIDER SPOTLIGHT
New Year, New Adventures, New Stories.....All pointing
to the awesomeness of God's Love. We are so excited
to introduce to you, another life that has been and is
continuing to be, transformed through God's Love and
all the loving people at Grace Lake Ministries.

Meet Meg. She has been participating in the individual
sessions for one year at Grace Lake Ministries. In her
sessions with Ms. Cindy, great gains have been
accomplished. Meg's mother, Devyn states, “She
listens and attends so well to Cindy’s gentle voice. Meg 

Snickers-- one of the therapeutic horses at Grace Lake,
is the horse of choice for Meg's therapy sessions. She
likes to brush Snickers and will ask to do so with her
AAC device she uses for communication. She loves to
find items hiding in or around Snicker's saddle and
blanket. She enjoys removing the hair scrunchies from
his mane, and walking him with Ms. Cindy and Ms.
Jennifer.

Through the different varied support systems designed
for each individual student, the goals are to make gains toward their personal
accomplishments. Professionally and thoughtfully planned for Meg is the
therapeutic technique called... Groundwork. Groundwork gives the student a
different perspective--teaching skills not taught while riding the horse. Because of
groundwork, a connection between horse and student becomes a personal, up
close support system and aid that impacts emotions and behaviors. Meg's mother
Devyn, shares with us how Groundwork therapy is a crucial part of Meg's personal
accomplishments... “Groundwork involves Meg using both gross and fine motor
skills to complete skills, games etc. Much of Meg’s needs involve balance and
safety awareness and positioning of herself in relation to her environment. A
Groundwork session gives her many opportunities to move around the horse,
make adjustments, attend to instructions, be aware of herself and body next to the
horse. The connection with Groundwork is even a closer one than riding in many



ways. Meg has been fortunate to do both over the years, and being at eye level
with the horse, walking around him, completing tasks using his body and strength
is a very emotional and beautiful experience.”

Seeing a student live the change can leave you speechless... watching them
experience connection and a sense of belonging, is a testimony of the methods
and techniques used through equine-assisted therapy. Meg's accomplishments
and how she has achieved them is a story that must be told. Meg's mother shares
this joy and how it has truly made a difference in Meg's life. ”To anyone
considering Groundwork and as a family that has also done therapeutic riding, I
would say DO IT!! Groundwork is a completely different and up close experience. It
is a much more sensory and connected time. Being right up next to the horse,
sometimes eye to eye, feeling and hearing from the different vantage point is
amazing.”

So beautifully spoken, Meg's mother paints a picture for us, to help us see, through
Meg's life, the awesomeness of God's Love. Quote: “Meg has a wonderful
connection with her instructors and Snickers. In the fall session, one afternoon we
were finishing up and Snickers was turning to walk out with Cindy, and stopped
and came face to face with Meg and she looked up at him and blew a kiss, while
holding her AAC device saying “Snickers”. Nothing can compare to that beautiful
connection.”

*Article written by volunteer, Karen Heise.



Looking to enjoy some fresh air and get a bit of exercise while making a positive
impact in your community? We have just the thing for you... Become a Sidewalker!

VOLUNTEER TRAINING


